Nasointestinal intubation with tiger tubes: a case series indicates risk of mucosal damage.
Abstract In five intubations using the tiger tube (Cook) two were successfully placed into the small intestine. Two of the three intubation failures were due to early death due to the underlying condition. Nasointestinal placement permitted successful enteral feeding. Unfortunately, both nasointestinal placements were associated with mucosal damage that appears to be related to the tube "flaps". The tiger tube facilitates nasointestinal tube placement but until concerns regarding safety are addressed its clinical use cannot be recommended.